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EDITORIAL

J he first Forum on the Information Society with Cen-
tral and Eastern European Countries (CEECs) was 
hosted by the European Commission in Brussels on 

23 June 1995 and brought together representatives of Eu-
ropean industry and research with delegation represent-
ing the Ministries responsible for the Information Soci-
ety, telecommunication operators, industrialists and re-
searchers of the associated CEECs. 

In the framework of the approximation of the CEECs 
to the European Union (EU) this Forum provided an 
opportunity for identifying new themes for cooperation by 
stimulating the dialogue among the participants. 

The new industrial revolution generated by information 
and communications technologies (ICTs) has far-reaching 
consequences. Technological progress in processing, trans-
mitting, storing and retrieving information in whatever 
form will change significantly the way people work, study 
and live together. Participants were invited to express their 
views, experience and expectations of these developments 
and discussed what should be done on the political level 
to ensure that the CEECs could be a full partner on the 
evolution towards the Information Society and how these 
developments would influence, or be influenced by the Eu-
ropean integration process. 

The second Forum was held in Prague on 12-13 Septem-
ber 1996 which gave a serious impetus to follow up ac-
tions by the CEEC governments to make faster progress 

towards realizing the Information Society. The Hungarian 
Government took the responsibility for organizing an 
international panel related to the policy and Strategy 
formulation. 

This panel was held in Budapest in June 1997 with 
the objective to formulate recommendations for the 3rd 
Forum concerning the elements of policy and strategy for 
the Information Society. In particular, the aim was to 
raise awareness about the specific problems of the CEECs, 
to find possible fields of coordination and cooperation 
between the EU and the CEECs where common action is 
mutually beneficial and to make suggestions for new forms 
of cooperation at national and European level. 

The one hundred registered participants represented 
twenty-one countries, among them twelve CEECs and nine 
EU Member States. 
The one and a half day discussion proved that the subject 
was inexhaustible but as the chairman of the panel I had 
to be strict on keeping the time constraints therefore many 
valuable ideas remained unveiled. I felt obliged to give a 
way at least for a number of the lecturers of the panel to 
elaborate their views on the subject to wider audience by 
offering them the possibility to summarize their ideas in 
the form of an article. 

This issue is devoted to this purpose and I hope that 
the Reader will get a taste of the subject what is meant by 
Integration to Europe in the field of Information Society. 

Csaba Csapodi is a graduate and postgrad-
uate of the Technical University of Bu-
dapest in electrical engineering and holds 
a university doctorate in computer tech-
nique. He began his professional career at 
the Automation Research Institute of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, where he 
served as researcher from 1963 through 
1969. From 1969 through 1990, he held 
various managerial positions in telecommu-

nications and computer technology. At the Ministry of Trans-
port, Communication and Water Management, he became Deputy 
Chief of the Development Department in 1992, Chief of the 
Telecommunications Department in 1993 and Chief of the De-
velopment Department in 1994. He was appointed a Director of 
the MATÁV Board in 1994. He is President of the Telecommu-
nications and Information Technology Section of the Hungarian 
Chamber of Engineers. 
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GOVERNMENTAL TASKS FOR THE REALIZATION 
OF THE INFORMATION SOCIETY 

CS. CSAPODI 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, COMMUNICATIONS AND WATER MANAGEMENT 
HUNGARY, DOB U. 75-81. BUDAPEST H-1077 

T. +361 322 9090; F: +361 461 3548 

In the article the author presents a number of strategic, political, 
legal and economic tasks of governments necessary for the creation of 
the information society in view to entering the EU. It summarizes the 
government level actions to be implemented by the financial resources 
of the state budget in connection with the coordination of information 
and telecommunication technology developments and applications. 

1. INTRODUCTION 
For the last two decades we have witnessed the develop-

ment of information and telecommunication technologies 
which have resulted much more future effects than we had 
ever expected before. As a result of the technological de-
velopment the costs of storing, processing and transmitting 
information have radically decreased, consequently the or-
ganization of the production of goods and the distribution 
system of the produced goods have basically changed. 

As a result of the constantly growing application of in-
formation and telecommunication technologies we are liv-
ing in a historical era where living conditions are chang-
ing extremely fast, and where opportunities for producing 
value, for higher living conditions and more comfortable 
services are opening up. Appliances and services based 
on new technologies will effect all branches of economy, 
public administration and the social and cultural life of 
citizens. 

Telecommunication and information technology appear 
almost inseparably in the so-called telematic applications, 
which is referred to as the convergence of the two fields. 
Apart from that a newer technological convergence is 
taking shape, in the course of which the storing, processing 
and the conveyance of audiovisual information appear in 
the form of electronic media in the telematic applications. 
The basis of the technological convergence is the fact 
that visual information is conveyed as a set of digital 
signals similarly to other types of information including the 
opportunity to carry interactive control signals. 

The convergence of telecommunication, information 
technology and the electronical media is the basic tech-
nology for the modern society of the next century, the 
information society, in which access to the network of in-
formation will be an organic part of everyday life. 

2. STRATEGY AND POLITICS 
The economies and societies of the Central and East-

European (CEE) region have to face this new challenge as 
well, apart from the creation of the conditions for the sus-
tainable development, since that very modernization will 
create the conditions for entering the highly competitive 

global system of world economy. It will enable them to 
join the European Union and the developed countries of 
the world where the connectibility of infrastructure and 
application systems is a basic requirement. 

The information society is one based on knowledge 
where access to information and services is almost unlim-
ited and independent of physical distances. That provides 
the CEE region with special chances to enter the inter-
national economic-social life, and to fulfil new roles and 
functions in providing and using the new telematic services. 

In theory the new technologies offer opportunities for 
creating new jobs. At the same time worries, fears 
that new technologies may strengthen existing inequalities 
by enabling the concentration of production in a few 
prominent regions or may divide the societies between 
those who have access to information and services and 
those who are excluded from their usage, also seem to be 
justified. 

The formation of the preparatory strategy for the new 
era is the responsibility of the governments. It should be 
analysed where a country can join the world-wide division 
of labour. We have to ensure that our countries will not 
only play the role of a consumer but that of a producer, 
applier and exporter as well, and that new equipment 
should be used to modernize public administration and to 
increase the economic efficiency and competitiveness of 
exportable products and services. We must not ignore 
that if the CEE region falls back in the introduction of 
technologies determining the next one thousand years we 
may get into an irreversibly disadvantageous situation at 
the new markets, on the other hand we have the chance 
to jump over stages of development, and the application of 
the new technology may become the major driving force of 
modernization, and to the integration with Europe. 

3. INVOLVING ENTREPRENEURIAL CAPITAL 
Primarily the business activity of the entrepreneurial 

sphere plays an outstanding role in the formation of the 
information society, nevertheless countries which realized 
the advantages and potential dangers of the application of 
new technologies in time, generally do not allow market 
forces to have a total control over their futures, and 
they are creating national strategies for the proactive 
governmental collaboration, and state subsidies, which in 
certain fields may be direct state financing, e.g. in the 
creation of systems improving the efficiency of public 
administration and those reducing operational costs. 

The means of the government for the creation of an 
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